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ERTA calls for the rebuilding of a Harrogate-Ripon-
Northallerton Rail Link for Local and Regional use. 

As the Northern Powerhouse and Transport for the North gear up and talk a great talk on 
‘infrastructure’, we wish to draw their attention that local rail links matter and restoring some closed 
lines like the strategic missing link between Harrogate, Ripon and Northallerton could offer local 
solutions at much less cost than High Speed links which at £billions will probably draw talent to 
commute to London and still leave intermediate communities congested, polluted and disenfranchised 
from decent fixed rail infrastructure. Making existing lines as robust as can be is desirable, but 
correcting the past mistake of stealthy line closures implemented in the 1960’s and 1980’s went too 
far and has locked in road dependency. Car ownership is a cost and responsibility. Likewise, freight by 
roads takes up space, pounds structures and old buildings and creates an eyesore. It is the conviction 
of ERTA that we need to rectify and give people and freight more choices than just locked-in road 
dependency. 
Other benefits the local rail could offer: 
1. Reduced traffic on the A61 and associated parking in urban areas increased traffic brings. 
2. Sustainable footfall and spend in local historic and beauty spot outlets minus traffic. 
3. Underpin employment, healthy local economies, offer commuting options to and from main centres. 
4. Link the North-South Main Lines of East Coast and Midland Main Lines as well as associated regions. 

English Regional Transport Association (ERTA) 

 

Patron:  Sir Edmund Verney + 
Others welcome of professional, 
business or other acumen and of 

good standing. 

 

~ Contributing towards 
retention and improvement in 

better public transport. ~ 
Chairman, Coordinator responsible for (Finance, Delegated Meetings, Recruitment and 

Administration) and the Oversight of March-Spalding, Guildford-Horsham and Calvert-Brackley rail 
reopening projects with delegated others: Mr Simon Barber, 20 Fitzherbert 

House, Kingsmead, Richmond, Surrey, TW10 6HT T. 0208 940 4399, E. simon4barber@gmail.com 
Campaigns Advisor, Bedford-Cambridge and Bedford-Northampton Rail Links Liaison Officer, 

Membership, Bedford Area Rep., Publications, Sales, Media Spokesperson, Conference Organiser 
and Newsletter Editor: Mr Richard Pill, 24c St Michaels Road, BEDFORD, MK40 2LT  

T. 01234 330090. E. richard.erta@gmail.com 

Field Officer, Leafleting, Northamptonshire Area Rep, Great Central Corridor Leicester/Narborough-
Lutterworth-Rugby, Executive Committee, Finance and General Purposes Committee, Sales Stall 
Assistance, London and South East Area Rep, and General Helper: Mr David Ferguson, 25 Virginia 
House, 19 Kingston Lane, Teddington, TW11 9HL T. 020 8977 4181 E. dafergeuson1212@gmail.com  

East Herts Area Rep., Woodhead, Peak Rail, 
Ivanhoe and General Support Officer:  

Mr Tony Bush, 26 Berwick Close, Waltham Cross, 
Herts. EN8 7PU T. 01992 701485 
E. c/o simon4barber@gmail.com 

ERTA has a variety of volunteer opportunities, chances 
to gain experience and help advance the causes of 
better public transport and projects. If interested see 
our volunteer page on our website: 
https://ertarail.com/get-involved-volunteering/ 

W. https://ertarail.com/ www.linkedin.com/in/richard-pill-erta T  
https://twitter.com/ERTACampaigns.  
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If you agree with the proposal to proceed with a consideration at least of rebuilding this 
important local and regional missing rail link and piece of infrastructure, you may wish to 
write giving support to the following (this list is not exhaustive): 
 

1. Mr Barry White, Chief Executive, Transport for the North, c/o 4 Piccadilly Place, 
Manchester, M1 3BN T. 0161 244 0888 E. 
parliamentarycorrespondance@transportforthenorth.com 
2. Chief Executive and Council, North Yorkshire County Council, County Hall, Northallerton, 
North Yorkshire, DL7 8AD T. 01609 780780 
3. Chief Executive and Council, Harrogate Borough Council: c/o Customer Service Centre is 
at Civic Centre, St Lukes Avenue, Harrogate HG1 2AE E. customerservices@harrogate.gov.uk 
T. 01423 500600 
4. Andrew Jones MP, Harrogate and Knaresborough, 57 The Parade, Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire, HG1 5LQ Telephone: 01423 529614/Email: andrew.jones.mp@parliament.uk 
5. Rishi Sunak MP, Richmond Constituency, Unit 1, Omega Business Village, Northallerton, 
North Yorkshire, DN6 2NJ E Telephone: 01609 765330/Email: rishi.sunak.mp@parliament.uk 
6. Julian Smith MP, Skipton and Ripon Constituency, Conservative Association, Churchill 
House, 19 Otley Street, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 1DY E. 
julian.smith.mp@parliament.uk T. 01756 792 092 
7. Clerk and Council, Ripon City Council, Ground Floor, Town Hall, Market Place South, Ripon, 
HG4 1DD T. 01765 604097 E. admin@riponcity.gov.uk 

ERTA now has its 3 main publications for sale as either hard copy or pdf 
downloads on our excellent sales page on our website: https://ertarail.com/sales/ 

 

Use form below. Please Join or Renew your Membership of ERTA and help us help you! 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Tear Off and Send with Your Subscription or Renewal or go to on-line:  
https://ertarail.com/membership/ 

Tick if a New Member: _____ Tick if renewing as an existing member: _____ 

Membership of ERTA costs £12 per annum. I/We wish to join _______ 

Name (Please Print): __________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ Postcode: _______________ 

Tel/Mobile: __________________ Email ________________________________ 

I/We hereby give consent to our data being used and stored for the purposes of communication with 

ERTA and its purposes compliant with General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) ______ 

 

Signed: ________________________ Dated: ____________________  

Please send completed form and payment to ERTA Membership:  

ERTA, 24c St Michael’s Road, Bedford, MK40 2LT (01234 330090)  

Join our free email loop: E. richard.erta@gmail.com 
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