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Great Central Corridor New Rail Aspiration! 
 

Given the HS2 project and other development has scuppered relaying track on the original Great Central 
Main Line, ERTA is of the view however, that a new domestic line along the corridor has merit, should be 
supported, studied and kept open as a viable option. 
 

The new-build domestic rail link would leave the East-West Rail Link east of the proposed new Claydon 
Junction (linking Aylesbury with Milton Keynes) and west of built Claydon which is expanding as is most of 
the areas the new line would serve. It would go to the east of Brackley with a Parkway Station adjacent to 
the A43 with bus links to Silverstone. 
 

A new Parkway Station at Rugby as an interim with phased incremental development or if a major backer 
sees the bigger picture and does ‘all in one’ as a whole project, a new-build link to the West Coast Main 
Line (WCML), Northampton Loop and Daventry International Rail Freight Terminal (DIRFT). A new link out 
of WCML via Magna Park, Lutterworth and linking the existing Leicester-Nuneaton lines in the Narborough 
area is envisaged. 
 

The scope of the new railway is: 
1. The immediate corridor between Old Oak Common-Calvert-Brackley-Rugby-Leicester/East Midlands. 
2. Calvert – Rugby has a 3–5-mile population catchment of around 144, 000 plus through journeys and 
freight. 
3. The scope of what this extra capacity creation railway could offer to road and rail enablement to do more 
by rail is a cordon of scope from London-Southampton-Bristol to Leicester/East Midlands and all in 
between. 
“ERTA believes it is worth government, agencies and others taking an interest and we welcome a 
consortium of champion backers to buy into the idea and work it up towards delivery. HS2 of nature cannot 
serve intermediate places like Brackley, but upwards of 15, 000 population needs closer rail access, 

English Regional Transport Association (ERTA) 
 

Patrons:  Sir Edmund Verney, The Rt Hon. the Lord Newby OBE, Mr George Bathurst, 
Professor Andrew N Williams BA, BM BCh, MSc, PhD, MRCP, FRCPCH, FRHistS, + 
Others welcome of professional, business or other acumen and of good repute. 
Chairman, Campaigns Coordinator, On-line Marketing Officer, Bedford Area 
Rep/Forum/Coordinator, Publications/Newsletter, Events Team Player, Executive 
Committee Member, Social-Media/Media Officer and General Advisor: Mr Richard Pill, 
24c St Michaels Road, Bedford, MK40 2LT T. 01234 330090 E. richard.erta@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman, Treasurer; Business Link, Hertfordshire Area Rep (north of M25), Great 
Central Corridor Re-Rail Advocate/Contact, Skype/Zoom Host, Executive Committee 
Member and Railfuture Liaison Contact: Mr Colin Crawford, 21 Clunbury Court, Manor 
Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 2FF T. 01442 870904 Mobile 07836-693977 E: 
colin.crawford1@btconnect.com 

West London and South East Area Rep, Executive Committee Member, Research, Field 
and Leafleting Officer, General Assistant and Station Advocacy including Midland Main 
Line, Roade and Claydon: Mr David Ferguson, 25 Virginia House, 19 Kingston Lane, 
Teddington, TW11 9HL T. 0208 9774181 E. daferguson1212@gmail.com  

West Country, Central and South London Area Rep, Marketing, Events and Stall Officer, 
Membership Administration, Recruitment and Volunteer Liaison Officer, Admin Support 
Assistant, Consultations and Westminster Team Building Advocacy and Representative: 
Mr Simon Barber, 20 Fitzherbert House, Kingsmead, Richmond, Surrey, TW10 6HT  
T. 0208 940 4399 E. simon4barber@gmail.com   

ERTA Northern/Yorkshire Area Rep: Mr Chris Hyomes, 10 Tythe Barn Road, Knottingley, 
West Yorkshire, WF11 9BU E. chris.hyomes@hotmail.co.uk T. 07971766207 
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otherwise we just pour growth onto a road only agenda.” Said Richard Pill, ERTA Chairman and Media 
Spokesperson. 
 

End of Press Release 
 

Further comment: Mr Richard Pill, ERTA Chairman and Media Spokesperson 01234 
330090/richard.erta@gmail.com 
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