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British Regional Transport Association Main Postal Address: 

2 Leigh Road, Hildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 9AB 
Main contact: Mr David J. Start: Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Membership, Grant Oversight, 

Westminster Team Coordination and Delegation, 
On-Line Sales Coordinator and South East Area Rep. 

T. 07535 641055 E. treasurer@brtarail.com 
CEO and Campaigns Coordinator: Mr Richard Pill, T. 01234 225068 and E. ceo@brtarail.com 

Events, Forums and Public Meetings Fixtures Secretary and Admin Assistant:  
Mr Simon Barber: E: admin@brtarail.com 

Phone (landline): 020-8940-4399 Phone (mobile): 07522-374740 

Northampton to Market Harborough Rail Link (N2MH) and Northampton Area Rep: Professor Andrew N. 
Williams, T. 07923 489254 E. n2mh@brtarail.com 

Other Area Reps can be found on our website contact’s page: https://brtarail.com/team-contact/ 
Our Blogspot is a wealth of information too: https://brtarailvolunteer.blogspot.com/  

BRTA Newsletter No. 64 November-December 
2025 

£2.00 where sold/Donations 
welcome 

“You’re the voice!” BRTA Punches above its weight, but has a good 
message! BRTA Scotland steps forward. 

 

BRTA continues to grow and in all 

directions! We are nationwide is 
aspiration and as a part of that, we 
encourage people to join, offer to 
serve as a reliable volunteer and by 
growing teams and delegating roles, 
we can collectively aim to do more and 
better. That is how it works with us. 
We welcome a new report by Scott 
Borthwick into reopening the 
Dumfries-Stranraer rail link and we 
hope to consolidate it with meetings in 
Dumfries 2026 and continuing to 
campaign. Copies of report via 
info@brtarail.com 
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BRTA flags up a robust rail agenda and invites you to get involved more too! 

Picture above, taken by Simon Barber 
of a typical train at Brighton.  
BRTA wants the following: 
1. Reading/Heathrow-Guildford-
Cranleigh-Horsham-Shoreham-
Brighton. 
2. A new direct Polegate-Stone Cross 
rail link to a. relieves and opens more 
capacity at Eastbourne for more and 
better services, but also allow semi-fast 
direct Brighton-Ashford trains shaving 
15 minutes off end-to-end journey 
times.  
3. New dedicated Capital-Airport-
Resort services integrated 
4. Route protection, study and 
working to assess the business cases for 
reopening other lines like the Cuckoo 
Line (Eridge-Eastbourne) and select 
others if feasible. 

Picture Above: Guildford front of 
station, taken by our new 
Photographic Officer, Nathaniel Dodd. 
If people want more for our Guildford-
Cranleigh-Horsham campaign, they 
need to recognise change starts with 
them! We are progressively delivering 
systematically a questionnaire flyer 
and has a membership appeal too.  
The campaign needs more willing 
helpers with on-going leafleting as 
well as donations/fund-raisers and 
other help to advocate for the 
reopening, route protection, studying 
and building the business case. Unless 
and until we get more of that, we 
trickle-down the efforts to the 
grassroots and plug the reopening 
within our limited human and financial 
resources. Why are we waiting? You 
can help speed delivery up! 
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IMPROVING THE RAIL NETWORK - LESSONS FROM PAST AND 
RECENT EXPERIENCES. by Trevor Garrod 

REOPENED STATIONS 
On May 5th 2025 we celebrated 50 years since the reopening of Magdalen Road (now 
named Watlington), which at that time had been closed for just 7 years and was largely 
intact. Some 9 trains a day passed through it to and from Kings Lynn. It was a very different 
era.  Reopening was relatively easy after a local survey was undertaken and some £500 
raised locally and Norfolk County Council persuaded to contribute the remaining £150 
needed by BR. 
So successful was it that new platforms and waiting accommodation were built and the 
station now has an hourly electric service mostly through to London. 
In 1988 Arlesey was reopened and served by commuter trains from Kings Cross to 
Huntingdon / Peterborough. This followed a public meeting, survey of usage and 
consultation over three possible sites, as the original station has been demolished. It cost 
£630,000 and was funded by local councils. In 2012 and 2014 the platforms were extended 
as was the car park. 
Soham station had to be rebuilt from scratch on the original site opened in December 2023 
it cost over £6 million, including car park, footbridge etc. and has a train every 2 hours 
between Ipswich and Peterborough. Once line capacity is improved (needed for heavy 
freight traffic) it can get a second platform and hourly service. 
 

RESTORING PASSENGER SERVICE ON EXISTING TRACKS 
Freight-only lines have been restored to the passenger network in South Wales (Vale of 
Glamorgan, Maesteg, Aberdare, Ebbw Vale) and this has been helped by 
devolution.  Similarly, in Scotland.eg to Bathgate and Alloa. In England leisure or tourist 
traffic (e.g. Dales Rail) helped get passenger services back to Clitheroe and Okehampton 
while Dales Rail also helped get local stations on Settle - Carlisle reopened permanently. 
Charter trans were run to Dereham, Bideford, Wisbech, Aylsham/Reepham, Swavesey and 
elsewhere but were perhaps ahead of their time as shire counties were not prepared to 
back them.  Later Notts CC got the Robin Hood Line reopened however and more recently 
Northumberland CC and Tyne & Wear have got passenger trains back to Ashington. 
 

EXPERIMENTAL SERVTCES: - Corby – Kettering: a passenger service was introduced for three 
years in the 1980s under the terms of an Act introduced by Tony Speller MP. It was 
withdrawn after three years - partly because a shuttle to the main line at Kettering was 
unattractive and partly because the elderly Diesel Multiple Units (DMUs) stabled at Leicester 
kept breaking down or having to be sent back there for refuelling. However, when the MML 
to Kettering was electrified and the wires extended to Corby, a new bus/rail interchange 
was built at Corby and this new electric train services through to London has proved very 
successful. 
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SINFIN   This short line south of Derby was part of a wider scheme that never happened, and 
it only served some industrial premises. When the factories closed there was no longer any 
need for a commuter train. 
 

LIGHT RAIL? 
This is sometime suggested as an alternative to heavy rail. It has worked on the extension 
of the Nottingham tram line to Phoenix Park and to a limited extent in Sheffield and 
Manchester but not in rural areas. 
 

NEW LINES 
The obvious example is Borders Rail which has a tourism role but also takes people from the 
region into the centre of Edinburgh.  Meanwhile on the Robin Hood Line a filled-up tunnel 
was reopened, literally! Also in this category are airport links e.g. to Stansted, Heathrow, 
Newcastle, and Manchester. 
 

ROLE FOR HERITAGE SECTOR?  The Mid-Norfolk Railway is a successful heritage line that 
has also carried excursion traffic to and from the main network and MoD traffic and was 
used by Greater Anglia to store its new bi-mode trains and do driver training. It can therefore 
already be regarded as a versatile railway, and slotting in some bi-modes for a commuter 
service has sometimes been talked about. 
 

LESSONS 
 

1. Market research is needed, including into likely housing or employment developments in the 
area. 
 

2. Petitions are of limited usefulness. A survey is much more useful. 
 

3.Try to get all sides on board - or at least as many as possible. (There may be some vested interests 
against all rail schemes, of course) 
 

4. At an early stage, having alternatives can be helpful, but at some stage decisions must be made 
and there may have to be compromises. 
 

5.   A short shuttle to a mainline junction may not get as much support as a service that continues 
along the main line to a larger population centre. 
 

6. There may be a case for "train - tram" (e.g. Rotherham) or light rail - but beware gimmicks. 
Generally, the new service should use tried and tested technology. 
 

Trevor Garrod 07/07/25 – This was Trevor’s talk to the BRTA AGM 12-07-2025, but 
unfortunately it had to be read out because he was unable to attend. We are grateful for 
his inputs to BRTA as well as being a Patron too. He is a long-standing leader for the East 
Suffolk Travellers Association (ESTA) http://www.eastsuffolktravel.org.uk/ campaigning 
for improvements and retention of the East Suffolk Railway. He has campaigned 
nationwide for decades and in Europe for rail and stopping closures too! 

http://www.eastsuffolktravel.org.uk/
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Caption Above: 1989 Sponsored Cycle Ride from Cambridge to Bicester via Bedford, Bletchley, 
and train into Oxford on an extended train timetable. Chris Wright on the left (co-founder of 
Oxon and Bucks Rail Action Committee (OBRAC) and Trevor Garrod who cycled with others and 
I to meet the train at Bicester on a hot day into the west! Poor me, I had to cycle quickly back 
to Bletchley to catch the last Bletchley to Bedford train, missed it by a whisker and thankfully 
my sister’s husband had spare room in his estate car! 
 

BRTA Annual General Meeting Saturday 12th July 2025 on a scorching Saturday!  
Of those gathered, 2 were local to Guildford and the rest came from elsewhere. The venue was 
the URC Building on the Portsmouth Road, Guildford in the Jubilee Room. All who wanted to 
stand for the Executive Committee were duly re-elected including Richard Pill as CEO and 
Campaigns Coordinator. David Ferguson stood down from the EC but would continue to assist 
Simon Barber and attend stalls. He was thanked for his contributions over many years. David J. 
Start; Vice Chairman and Treasurer chaired the meeting. Discussions and feedback were around 
what a busy year it had been for us and have at times been stretched for enough volunteers, 
financial resources for growing demands and so 2025-2026 recruitment and income would be 
top priorities across the board whilst maintaining our commitments. Stalls, leafleting, meetings 
and forums must be paid for. Growing membership and reliable and responsible volunteers 
needed to enable more and better. We campaign, we plant ideas, respond to consultations. We 
welcome campaigns and preservation groups to come to us for common grounds, but expect 
and prioritise those who subscribe to membership for us to further commit to any medium-
term matters. Access to toilets at stations, cost of rail travel, reliability of stock and services and 
reforming Redhill were also discussed. CEO did however, have time to visit the Cathedral and 
that in itself was a mission and a half climbing the steps to it! BRTA punches above its weight 
and thank you, for your interest and support over the last year. We work grassroots upwards! 
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Pollution is affecting lives and costing people and planet! 
e: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/may/14/early-air-pollution-
exposure-affects-health-in-adolescence-study-
finds?utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=6806222135299&utm_content=68062
22135099&utm_term=6806222134899&utm_campaign=6806222135299 
Air pollution is a problem. It is invisible, but for many an ever-present reality. People are 
being used as filters and are left exposed daily to toxins and particulates they breathe in and 
these have numerous, all ages, detrimental effects urban and rural.  
 

Vehicle dependency has been the mainstream with us for about 100 years. 60 years ago, 
the alternative to road proliferation to cater for ever-more road-based vehicles was taken 
out and disabled with closures of local lines and informing an industry and network 
infrastructure inadequate to respond to growing people, places, demand-supply chains and 
court new audiences too. So, it has gone to the roads, large land takes, rubber on hard 
surfaces beit fossil fuel supplied or battery or any other power, likewise fossil fuel 
exhausts add to the mix people inhale.  
 

In response, BRTA calls to 'bring back our tracks and trains', but we also need more new 
railway pieces, duplicate relief lines and more funding directed to 'getting started' local rail 
infrastructure and capacity enhancements on existing rails, to give more of an alternative to 
road dependency and ensure fair pricing to give lifestyle choices. For example, those 18+ to 
retirement and under a certain income, say £25, 000 p.a. should be given a free bus-rail pass 
to offset transport costs and the cost of private car ownership or multiple car ownership per 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/may/14/early-air-pollution-exposure-affects-health-in-adolescence-study-finds?utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=6806222135299&utm_content=6806222135099&utm_term=6806222134899&utm_campaign=6806222135299
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/may/14/early-air-pollution-exposure-affects-health-in-adolescence-study-finds?utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=6806222135299&utm_content=6806222135099&utm_term=6806222134899&utm_campaign=6806222135299
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/may/14/early-air-pollution-exposure-affects-health-in-adolescence-study-finds?utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=6806222135299&utm_content=6806222135099&utm_term=6806222134899&utm_campaign=6806222135299
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/may/14/early-air-pollution-exposure-affects-health-in-adolescence-study-finds?utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=6806222135299&utm_content=6806222135099&utm_term=6806222134899&utm_campaign=6806222135299
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household. Congestion exacerbates pollution and high-sided High Streets canyonise/trap 
pollution, intensifying what people must engage with as they go about their business. 
 

Locally to Bedford, we want: 
1. Rail Links east of Bedford via St John's 
2. A new-build route Bedford-Northampton Arm 
3. A new station on the Bedford-Bletchley Railway for the Retail Park at Kempston 
4. Redesign of Bedford Midland principal railway station with linking regular buses 
linking it with the town centre as part of over-all routes. 
5. Stations north of Bedford at Oakley and Sharnbrook to give choice and reduce 
congestion down the A6 into Bedford and enable more capacity in urban cordons for 
things like parking using existing facilities. 
We stand ready to meet with like-minds and work to bring these about. In your own 
areas, think of your wish list and how feasible it is. Join BRTA, offer to serve, build us 
up and we can nationwide aspire to do more. If you want positive news on rail 
restoration and new-builds, we need you to join and make that news, make that 
transition and be part of the answer to make re-railing happen. It must be measured, 
disciplined and properly evaluated for feasibility. For example, we also need a level 
playing field whereby HS2 can say "here's the cheque, move please", other local 
conventional rail projects cannot/do not have that power. On the other hand, the 
Office for Road and Rail (ORR) need reform to be more responsive and have a more 
flexible approach to level crossings, reducing cost and enabling more local rail 
reopening solutions to take place.  
 

Likewise, blockages over a 10-year planning time frame can be massaged down with 
relocation packages, slight amendments, deviations, or complete new-builds. Over 
time from the launch of Bedford-ECML/Sandy rail campaign in 1987, we were 
constantly told for 9 years 1. no demand (but would not invest in a study to find out) 
by power and 2. blockages exist, so cannot be done. Now we have a new route, 
wanting 60 houses demolished, let alone rural areas and many other 
problems making our calls look modest by comparison. Elsewhere other examples 
exist - see: https://brtarail.com/our-campaigns/ 
 

BRTA advises people to email their local MP as power needs to hear of these concerns, 
issues and matters and be persuaded policy must change, government must switch 
and give real rail alternatives and if that means wagon-load, Speedlink Mark 2 or just 
more by rail x whatever, so beit, that environmentally, is the way to go and the jobs, 
the skills and outcomes will be more positive than the status quo bloating NHS waiting 
lists, disabilities, costs and premature deaths or under-development.  

 

https://brtarail.com/our-campaigns/
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From the CEO, 40 years of voluntary campaigning for the love of people, places, land use, and 
the environment! Most improvements, retentions or positive changes come from amateur 
campaigning! 

 

Caption left: In 1985, I was invited to join the 
committee of the Bedford-Bletchley Rail Users 
Association (BBRUA) and served for 2 years. In 
those days the line was constantly under threat 
of closure, needed investment and 
modernisation to cut overhead costs and appeal 
to more people to use it. The close of arms to 
Oxford and Cambridge was a huge blow to the 
remnant rail link, losing freight and coincidental 
rail traffic and unreliability was also an issue. I 
delivered timetables, helped man stalls, 
attended meetings, and generally took an 
interest. It was a learning curve and the cut and 
thrust of small ‘p’ politics was a shock to me in 
how personalities and nuances combined to a 
coming of age meant a straight line was 
obscured, simplicity was muddied with 
complexity. It was hands-on! 

Caption Right: During the time at BBRUA, I 
helped with the formative period of what 
became the Oxon and Bucks Rail Action 
Committee (OBRAC) which campaigned for 
a restoration of Oxford-Bicester-Milton 
Keynes rail services. It came about as the 
line was mothballed except between 
Oxford and Bicester which reopened 1987 
under the Speller Amendment Act (1982) 
which was informed by an MP to try and 
save the Bideford Branch in Devon. At the 
end of the BBRUA era, in a context of 
impactful pushes for a Bedford Road Bypass 
and that of closing of central reserves along 
the A1, I formed Bedford and Sandy Rail 
Reopening Association (BASRRA) to try and 
save the former trackbed east of St John’s 
Bedford and advocate reopening to Sandy, 

if not Cambridge ultimately in some shape 
or form. It was hard work but sowed seeds 
for later harvests!  
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Caption Left: The old St John’s Station in 
1984. In campaigning, you start where things 
are at with a wish to change this or that or 
bring things around to a realisation of 
potential not being appreciated. The station 
was ransacked post-closure of the Bedford-
Cambridge Railway and most agreed, that 
long-term chestnut of running passenger 
trains into Bedford Midland Railway Station 
made a lot of strategic sense. So, the old 
station site was closed and left derelict under 
threats of roads or housing which still hang 
over it to this day. BRTA view is we want 
reversal of passenger trains out of Bedford 
Midland from new bay platforms and head 
east via St John’s site towards Cambridge, 
Tempsford at least with physical track links 
with the East Coast Main Line (ECML) for 
optimal reach and ranges. 

Caption Right: The former trackbed has many 
breaches, but unlike the Northern Route 
favoured by the East West Rail Company 
following the Office for Road and Rail (ORR) 
ruling that no new level crossings on 
reopened or new lines shall be done, our 
route would involve probably knocking down 
less-than 12 properties max and some 
structural alternations. In 1988 it was partly 
made a Sustrans Cycleway and is popular, but 
BRTA believes cycleways can be re-directed 
and remain robust, whereas not as simple 
with rail, and the old trackbed lends itself to 
rail, with deviations where necessary and 
new-build to the mooted Tempsford area 
north or south of Station Road Tempsford. 
BRTA continues to hold out the case to 
powers, authorities and potential investors in 
people, places, and the environment. A 
labour of love by any standard!  
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Welcome to our new Photographic Officer, Nathaniel Dodd! 

 
© Nathaniel Dodd Caption Above: “Sprinter (GA unit no.755333) 
was taken at Chappel & Wakes Colne station during the East Anglia 
Railway Museum (EARM) Railway 200 event on 13th July 25. This 
unit was performing completing the 13:41 Sudbury - Marks Tey 
service under head-code 2T75.” 
BRTA and its predecessor incarnations were and is voluntary but 
we punch above our weight. We plant ideas and our successors can 
be proud of numerous achievements: 
1. Helped get the East-West Rail Campaigns on the map 
2. Put the idea of a modern Northampton-Bedford rail link as a part 

of Thameslink on the radar, it got as far as a Secretary of State in 
2004 

3. Tabled an extra platform at Bedford (Platform 4) albeit the 
Bedford Commuters Association, then Chairman helped with the 
lead on negotiations to delivery. 

4. Battled to save trackbeds from encroaching development from 
houses to road schemes. Some success but as one savvy person 
also said “bad luck in some cases too.” 

5. Grew from one line focuses to nationwide scope and agenda. 
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BRTA Membership For 2026 – Join or Renew 
Official annual renewal date may vary in any given year.  

________________________________________________________________  

Tear Off and Send with Your Subscription. 
Please help us recruit more members! 

Tick if a New Member: _____  
Tick if renewing as an existing member: _____ 

I/we would like more information about volunteering opportunities 
with BRTA _____ 

Membership of BRTA is as follows: 
Ordinary Member £15 _____ Family £25 _____ 

Corporate Members (Business/Organisations) £50 _____ 
Concessionary Membership  

(Any kind of Welfare/Disability) £10 _____ 
Students £5 _____ 

 

Name (Please Print): __________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________  

Postcode: _______________ Tel/Mobile: __________________  

Email ________________________________ 
I/We hereby give consent to our data being used and stored for the 
purposes of communication with BRTA and its purposes compliant 

with General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)  ________ 
 

Signed: _________________ Dated: _____________ 
Please send completed forms, payments, and donations to BRTA 
Membership and Finance: BRTA, Mr David J. Start, 2 Leigh Road, 
Hildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 9AB Mr 
David J. Start T: 07535 641055    
E: davidjstart63@gmail.com  
Membership Payment can also be done on-line via 
our website: https://brtarail.com/become-a-
member/ 
Bank Details are Sort Code: 40-45-27  
Account Number: 92086808 Please make a 
difference! 

mailto:davidjstart63@gmail.com
https://ertarail.co.uk/become-a-member/
https://ertarail.co.uk/become-a-member/

